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Upcoming Events: 

 February 14-17th– National Farm Machinery Show 

 February 19-20th– Heart of America Grazing Conference  

 February 26th – Grain Crops Outlook & Considerations 

 March 1st-3rd – KY Farm Bureau Beef Expo  

 March 5th –  Pastures Please 

More details about events inside newsletter 
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Below are a few tips to consider stretch-
ing limited hay supplies. For additional 
information contact your local Extension 
agent. It is recommended to consult with 
your feed nutritionist or County ANR 
Agent before making drastic changes in 
your feeding program.  

1) Inventory hay – know how much hay 
you available; weigh a few bales to get 
an average weight or estimate the 
weights based on available information 

from Extension publications.  
2) Minimize storage losses – keep hay 
off the ground on a surface that will al-
low water to drain away; keep bales cov-
ered or stored inside a barn; if bale graz-
ing limit the number of bales placed in 
the field to provide 2-4 weeks of feeding 
to reduce weathering losses.  

3) Reduce feeding loss – consider mini-
mizing feeding losses; using hay rings 
with skirts / metal on the bottom, tapered 
ring designs, chains to suspend bales, or 
cone inserts to keep hay inside the feeder 
has been proven to reduce hay feeding 
losses compared to hay rings with open-
ings at the bottom; using an electrified 
temporary poly-wire placed down the 
center of unrolled hay will reduce losses 
from cows laying on the hay, trampling it 
into the mud, and defecating on the hay; 
feeding processed hay into a bunk or 
large industrial tire reduces waste com-
pared to feeding processed hay on the 
ground.  

4) Cull – consider selling less productive 
females, open cows, and cows with 
structural/functional issues to reduce the 
number you must over winter; consider 
selling the bull as the market may pro-

Tips to Stretch Short Hay Supplies  
Dr. Jeff Lehmkuhler, PhD, PAS, Beef Extension Professor, University of Kentucky  

5) Limit time access to hay – research has 
shown dry cows in mid-gestation can be 
maintained on good quality hay when they 
have restricted access time to only 6-8 
hours a day; the hay savings comes from 
less waste as feeding behavior is altered; 
all cows must be able to access hay at any 
given time; this is not recommended 
young or thin cows, lactating cows or 
growing animals.  

6) Substitute hay with grain – calories and 
protein can be provided from supple-
ments; grain/commodity mixes can be 
used to replace hay; cows can be main-
tained on a low hay diet by using grain 
supplementation that balances the nutrient 
supply and animal requirements; consult a 
nutritionist before making extreme feed-
ing changes.  

7) Deworm young animals – animals with 
an internal parasite burden will have re-
duced efficiency.  

8) Feed an ionophore – if grain supple-
mentation will be used, consider adding 
an ionophore to increase the energy effi-
ciency of the feed consumed. Consult 
your nutritionist to discuss inclusion rates 
and developing a supplement program. 
Previous work has shown that feeding 200 
mg of monensin allowed cows to maintain 
body condition on 10-15% less hay.  
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